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Appointed and compensated public employeesAppointed and compensated public employees
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political purpose, directly or indirectly
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Fundraising in

buildings used

for governmental

purposes is

prohibited
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1978

The Supreme Judicial Court decided: 

“The Legislature may decide, as it has, that

fairness in the election process is best

achieved by a direction that political

subdivisions of the state maintain a ’hands

off’ policy.”
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The Anderson Decision

Ch. 55, S. 22A

Ch. 53, S. 18B
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Public Resources

Usually Involve

Distribution

Public Resources
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Unsolicited

Public Funds

Election issue

Unsolicited
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WHAT ARE GOVERNMENTAL RESOURCES?

Anything paid for by the taxpayers 

(personnel, paper, supplies, meeting rooms,

copiers, computers, telephones, e-mail,

automobiles, bulk mail permit)



TIME OUT!

what about town meeting?



Common Applications

Mass Mailings

Distribution via student backpacks

E-mail

School Newsletter
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Is it ever OK

to distribute information

(even objective

information)

about a ballot question? 
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OBJECTIVE

INFORMATION



Other Permissible

Distributions:
Requested by the public

Notification of an

upcoming election

(restricted to time, date

and place, and a brief

neutral title)
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PERMISSIBLE ACTIONS OF APPOINTED

OFFICIALS:
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Take a position on a question

prepare materials in the course of

their duties

hold public meetings

speak to the press

work with a ballot question

committee on their own time
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At public meetings,

speech is

unrestricted and

materials can be

distributed to

discuss a ballot

question
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Average

property bill

will increase by

$300



Use of public property

Political use of

government facilities

is improper, unless

each side is given

equal access
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Ballot question documents

and information may be

posted to municipal

websites

Cannot take on the

appearance of a

campaign website



Governmental

agencies may post

information related

to a ballot question

on social media, but

cannot take on the

appearance of a

campaign post
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information related
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on social media, but

cannot take on the

appearance of a

campaign post

Posting to a website

or social media

platform is not

distribution. It’s

similar to posting

information on a

bulletin board.



Government e-mail may

not be used to send

information about

ballot questions
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ROBO CALLS: 

the calling system may not

be used to distribute

information or advocate

concerning a ballot

question
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but contact Ethics

and check the script with ocpf
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